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SYLLABUS 2026 
 
	SEMINAR: 
	Enigmatic Latin America: Culture, History, Politics and Institutions 

	CHAIR:   
	Ramiro Conte Grand 

	MODE: 
	In person 
	ACADEMIC YEAR:   
	2026 

	TOTAL HOURS PER WEEK: 
	3 
	TOTAL HOURS: 
	54 

	TEACHING SCHEDULES/ SYNCHRONOUS MEETINGS: 
	Thursdays, from 10 am to 12 pm (two hours) plus another activity outside the class during the week (to be defined due to the agenda of different institutions)  

	LANGUAGE: 
	English or Spanish  

	URL: 
	(dirección de acceso al campus) 


 
1. CYCLE:  
	Basic 
	X 
	Superior/Professional 
	X 


 
2. CHAIR COMPOSITION: 
 
	Teacher 
	Role 
	E-mail address 

	Ramiro Conte Grand 
	Chair 
	 


 
 
3. AREA TO WHICH THE SEMINAR BELONGS:  
This is an elective seminar held at the Faculty of Social Studies at Universidad del Salvador (USAL) for foreign exchange students. 
 
4. REASONS FOR THE INCLUSION OF THE SEMINAR: 
Latin America is an unexplored and fascinating region with a lot of opportunities in the near future. On one side, it has plenty of natural resources needed by humanity, talented people in every field and beautiful (and diverse) places to visit (from high mountains to top beaches, and some of the most attractive cities in the world). On the other hand, it keeps having certain inequalities, high poverty levels, political instability and authoritarian governments that have delayed its development. This seminar is an immersion for international students that want to have a better understanding of LATAM.    
 
5. SEMINAR’S GOALS: 
· To introduce a theoretical and practical framework to analyze Latin America from “Río de la Plata”, focusing on different fields: culture, politics, history, the economy and the development of institutions.  
· To promote critical thinking, discussion and debate, where students not only “receive” but also have something to transmit.  
· Theory will be combined with practical activities. In order to satisfy this goal, we will visit different institutions: the National Congress, football stadiums, bookstores, libraries, theaters, museums and restaurants.   
 
6. HOURS REQUIRED:  
	 
	Theoretical 
	Practical 
	Total 

	Hours  
	27 
	27 
	54 


 
 
7. CONTENTS, UNITS, BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
 
UNIT 1: What is Latin America? 
· A review of its history, politics and culture. 
· What do Latin Americans think and feel about different topics: Democracy, Government, Poverty, Immigration, Institutions, etc. 
 
Readings: 
· Informe 	Latinobarómetro 	2024: 	La 	Democracia 	Resiliente. 	Available 	on: https://www.latinobarometro.org/news/informe-latinobarometro-2024-la-democraciaresiliente 
· Chasteen, John Charles. Born in Blood and Fire: A Concise History of Latin America. 
 
Songs:  
· Latinoamérica by Calle 13 (Link)  
 
 
UNIT 2: What about Argentina? 
Institutions, political and social context 
How do the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Powers work? 
 
Readings (optional according to student`s interest): 
· Donghi, Tulio Haplerin. The Contemporary History of Latin America (Latin America in Translation). 
· Liotti, Jorge. La Última Encrucijada. Editorial Planeta, 2023. 
· Olivetto, Guillermo. Clase media: mito, realidad o nostalgia. Editorial Paidós, 2025.  
· Pagni, Carlos. El Nudo. Editorial Planeta, 2023.  
· Sáenz Quesada, María. La Argentina, Historia del país y de su gente (edición corregida y actualizada). Editorial Sudamericana, 2011.  
· Quino. Todo Mafalda. Editorial de la Flor, 2001.  
 
Tours:  
· National Congress 
· City Government 
 
Songs:  
· La argentinidad al palo by Bersuit Vergarabat (Link)  
 
 
UNIT 3: Latin America tells a story 
A review of the regional essence through its iconic books and movies. 
 
Readings (optional according to students´ interest and it could be in English editions if preferred):    Allende, Isabel. La casa de los espíritus  
· Allende, Isabel. Paula  
· De Vasconcelos, José Mauro. Mi planta de Naranja Lima.  
· Galeano, Eduardo. El Libro de los Abrazos  
· Galeano, Eduardo. Las venas abiertas de América Latina.  
· Galeano, Eduardo. Memoria del fuego.  
· García Márquez, Gabriel. Cien años de soledad.  
· Rulfo, Juan. Pédro Paramo  
· Vargas Llosa, Mario. Conversación en la Catedral 
 
Movies:  
· La Historia Oficial (Argentina)  
· El Secreto de sus Ojos (Argentina)  
· Nueve Reinas (Argentina)  
· La Odisea de los Giles (Argentina)  
· Relatos Salvajes (Argentina)  
· Roma (México) 
· La Sociedad de la Nieve (Argentina-Uruguay) 
· Tropa de Elite (Brasil) 
· Hasta que nos volvamos a encontrar (Perú) 
· Cien años de Soledad (Colombia) 
 
 
UNIT 4: Buenos Aires, an iconic “rioplatense” city 
 “To me, the way Buenos Aires began seems like a fairy tale; I consider it as eternal as water and air”, Jorge Luis Borges. 
“Without the streets and sunsets of Buenos Aires, a tango cannot be written”, Jorge Luis Borges 
“Buenos Aires is mine and I wouldn’t change it, I would keep it with all its filth,” Andrés Calamaro 
“I wish my heart could be placed in the heart of Buenos Aires,” José de San Martín 
 
A city than never sleeps and combines theaters, coffee stores and football stadiums. Wealth and poverty, pride and prejudice, “Dieguitos and Mafaldas”.  A city that is a world in itself and we invite you to love it.  
 
Video: 
· La ciudad más linda del mundo (link) 
 
Readings: 
· Borges, Jorge Luis. Labyrinths. 
· Martínez, Tomás Eloy. The tango singer.  
· Sacheri, Eduardo. The secret in their eyes.  
· Thompson, Robert Farris. The art History of Love. 
 
Tours: 
· Colón Theater  
· River Plate´s Museum and Stadium  
· Corrientes Avenue 
· Recoleta: Ateneo Bookstore, Cementery, Musuem of Fine Arts 
· Plaza de Mayo: Cabildo, Catedral, Banco Nación Argentino, Puerto Madero 
· Caminito, Boca Junior´s Museum and Stadium 
 
Songs:  
· Mi Buenos Aires Querido by Carlos Gardel (link) 
· No tan Buenos Aires by Andrés Calamaro (link) 
· Ciudad Mágica by Tan Biónica (link) 
· Con la frente marchita by Joaquín Sabina (link) 
· Dieguitos y Mafaldas by Joaquín Sabina (link) 
· La ciudad de la furia by Soda Stéreo (link) 
· Yo vivo en una ciudad by Pedro y Pablo (link) 
· Vasos Vacíos by Fabulosos Cadillacs and Celia Cruz (link)  
· Moscato, Pizza y Fainá by La Blusera (link) 
· 11 y 6 by Fito Páez (link) 
 
8. METHODOLOGY: 
The course will adopt a seminar methodology, which will combine theoretical conferences with practical activities in order to introduce different topics. Classes will be held on Thursdays from 10 AM to 12 PM, and different contents (readings, videos, songs) will be explained and debated.  In line with the seminar format, the instructor will provide opportunities for in-depth theoretical exploration of the bibliography. 
 
Following each synchronous session, a series of questions and questionnaires (or other activities) will be presented to encourage reflection on the content covered throughout the program. Interaction among participants is fundamental in a professional development setting. 
 
9 WORK PLAN 
The contents of the course, presented in section 7, are organized sequentially and the following roadmap of activities is presented in chronological order. Nevertheless, considered the openness inherent to the proposed program, there will be opportunities for forward and backward leaps, and specially for recirculating once and again through the concepts of different modules. Each week will include in-person presentations by the professor about the cases, and some time for discussing case-building paths for the students’ to consider a final practical activity for course completion. 
 
Weekly masterplan: 
 
 
	Week 
	Theoretical Classes 
	Practical Activities  

	1 
	Brief introduction to the course, the teacher and the students. 
UNIT 1: What is Latam? 
	 

	2 
	UNIT 1: What do Latin Americans think about different topics?  Democracy, Government, Poverty, Immigration, Institutions, etc. 
	 

	3 to 5 
	UNIT 2: What about Argentina? 
Institutions, political and social context 
How do the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Power work? 
	Visit to National Congress 
Visit to City Government Tour to Colón Theater 

	6 to 9 
	UNIT 3: Latin America tells a story 
A review of the regional essence through its iconic books and movies. 
 
	Tour of Plaza de Mayo (Cathedral, Banco 
Nación, Cabildo, Palacio Libertad, Puerto 
Madero) 
Tour of Recoleta (el Ateneo Bookstore, 
Cementery and Fine Arts Museum) 
 

	10 to 15 
	UNIT 4: Buenos Aires, an iconic city 
	Tour of River Plate´s Stadium and Theater  
Tour of Caminito and Boca´s Theater and 
Stadium 
Football Match (to be defined) Corrientes Avenue -¿Theater play? (to be defined) 
Abasto - ¿Tango show? 

	16 
	Final exam: students must present their paper (both written and orally in front of the 
group) 
	 


 
 
10. EVALUATION: 
Students must attend 75 % of the theoretical classes and will have to present a final paper (both oral and written) about their impressions of Latin America in comparison with their own home towns. They can choose a specific topic to make the comparison (culture, politics, tourism, poverty, inequality, etc.)  
 
 
11. TEACHER´S SIGNATURE: 
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